**The most direct economic impact of Covid‐19 has been on transport, travel, and hospitality services.**

Close to 1.4m workers in Ethiopia will be affected by the coronavirus pandemic, particularly in the service and manufacturing sectors, according to estimates by the country\'s Jobs Creation Commission.

The most direct economic impact, so far, has been on the service sector, particularly transport, travel, and hospitality services, said Vice Governor and Chief Economist of the National Bank of Ethiopia, Fikadu Digafe Huriso.

The government is taking several measures including fiscal, monetary, and sectoral measures to flatten the curve and recover the impact of the disease.

On the recent support of US\$ 411m secured from the International monetary Fund (**IMF**) as emergency funding for needs arising from Covid‐19, the Vice Governor said the funds will support two broad areas: import of essential health supplies such as personal protective equipment (PPE), and intensive care equipment. He further said that the resources will also be used to ensure an adequate supply of essential goods such as food items -- wheat and edible oil -- to assist the vulnerable population.

"Although it will be challenging to implement large‐scale social intervention to combat job losses and aid the informal sector, it is important to ensure that those in extreme poverty have access to basic items to survive," Fikadu said.

Meanwhile, the United States (**US**) government has committed over \$37m to help mitigate the spread of coronavirus in Ethiopia by strengthening clinical care, laboratory systems for large‐scale testing, and public health screening, among others. *(PANA 8/5)*

**Former Minister Jailed for Graft:** Former communications minister Bereket Simon has been sentenced to six years in prison for corruption. He was also fined Birr 10,000. Bereket Simon, a war veteran, was a powerful figure in the government of the late prime minister Meles Zenawi. He was arrested in January 2019. *(Fana Broadcasting Corporate 8/5)*
